CAREER IAS

1. India-US Dialogue on Africa

Why in News?
e The second round of the India-US Dialogue on Africa is being held in Washington.

o Forty-two Afrlcan countries are the second- largest recipients of all credit
extended by India.

o Around 200 developmental projects have been completed in the region.

o Africa’s significant growth rate of 3.8 per cent and its young population, with 60
percent under the age of 25, estimated to reach 1.1 billion people by 2040.

o Influence on Global Forums: Africa’s influence in global forums will be important
for India’s vision for global governance.
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o Global South houses three-fourths of humanity and over 39 percent of the
global GDP.

Cooperation in Critical Minerals: Africa, with 30 percent of the world’s mineral

reserves, is vital to power the energy transition.

o Given the geographical concentration of critical minerals, diversifying sources
and fostering strategic partnerships with resource-rich nations are imperative
for India’s growth and national security.

Support in UNSC: India is keen to garner the support from Africa for Permanent
Membership of the UNSC.

The African Union (AU) was officially launched in 2002 in Durban, th Africa.

It is made up of 55 Member States representing all the frican
continent.

The African Union is a key driving force for the co
development, its primary purpose being African
cooperation among African countries, with a view to ach
prosperity for all the people of the continent,

increased
e, security, and

Long history of partnership:
o India has a long history of p ip wi rica, with solidarity and political
affinity going back to the e h regions were fighting against
colonial rule and oppressie

ica trade has grown 18 percent annually since 2003,
¥ 2023. This makes India Africa’s third largest trading
an Union and China.

o They moved joint proposals such as the Agriculture Framework Proposal and
more recently, India and South Africa proposed an intellectual property right
waiver for COVID-19 vaccines at the WTO.

Concerns:

o Competition from Global Players: Africa has become the playground for major
powers like the US, Russia, China and European countries, all vying for
political and economic influence in the resource-rich continent.
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e Chinese Presence: China has been aggressively pursuing its own economic
interests in the resource-rich African continent through investments in
infrastructure and mining under the Belt and Road Initiative though, it has faced
criticism for burdening African countries with debt, much like Sri Lanka.

Way Ahead

e The African Union’s inclusion to G20 is seen as a big win for India, which has been
championing the cause of Global South.

e In this era of geopolitical competition and realignment, India’§ multifaceted
relationship with African nations is poised for a fundamental tra

e As India’s aspirations for the Global South take shape, le
partnerships with African countries remains imperative.

2. World Wildlife Crime Re

Why in News?
e The United Nations Office on Drugs and e has rele e World Wildlife
Crime Report 2024.
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Key PM

e The market for rhino horn (29 percent) constituted the biggest chunk among
animal species.

o It was followed by the market for pangolin scales at 28 percent, followed by the
market for elephant ivory at 15 percent.

o« Other animal species most affected by the global illegal animal trade included eels
(5 percent), crocodilians (5 percent), parrots and cockatoos (2 percent), carnivores
(2 percent), turtles and tortoises (2 percent), snakes (2 percent), seahorses (2
percent) and others (8 percent).
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The rhino and the cedar were the animal and plant species most affected by
global illegal wildlife trade during 2015-2021.

Demand for Wildlife Products: Demand for products derived from wildlife, such
as ivory, rhino horn, tiger parts, etc. often fueled by cultural beliefs, traditional
medicine practices, fashion trends, and status symbols leads to wildlife crime.

Economic Incentives: Wildlife crimes are highly lucrative, offering significant
financial gains for poachers, traffickers, and organized crime syndic
Weak Law Enforcement: Inadequate enforcement of wildlifeffprotection laws,
corruption within law enforcement agencies, and limited reso
combat wildlife crime contribute to its persistence.

Poverty and Lack of Livelihood Alternatives: Poverty

species. The loss of biodiversity can @
resﬂlence and ability to provide esse

ses in prey species, which in turn
populations further down the food

Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
an international organization working in the field of nature
on and sustainable use of natural resources.

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals
(CMS): It is an international agreement that aims to conserve migratory species
throughout their ranges.

The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 provides for stringent punishment for
violation of its provisions.
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e The Wild Life Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) coordinates with State/UTs and
other enforcement agencies to gather intelligence about poaching and unlawful
trade in wild animals and animal articles.

¢ Recovery of Endangered Species has been included in Integrated Development
of Wildlife Habitats which is a centrally sponsored scheme.

o The enactment of the National Biological Diversity Act (NBA), 2002 was done in
order to ensure the protection of threatened species and their habitats.

e Article 48A: The State shall endeavor to protect and improve th
to safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country.

e Addressing wildlife crime requires a comprehe
strengthening law enforcement, addressing poverty,
livelihoods, raising awareness, and engaging@glocal comm

including
ing sustainable

efforts.

¢ Governments need to provide training a @ize capacity-building programs for
law enforcement officials, wildlife [ communities to enhance
their skills in wildlife protection, itori conservation.

3. 50 years of Pokhran-I

¢ On May 18, 1974,
“Smiling Buddha,,

cted first successful nuclear test, code-named
PokRgan teét range in Rajasthan.

o With miling
Buddha, adia
became th

condtct a
clear test @part

Nations
Security Council.

e Its code name came
from the test’s date
being on the same
day as Buddha
Jayanti, the birth
date of Gautam
Buddha.
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After the nuclear test, there were criticisms that it was an attempt to divert

people’s attention from the economic crisis the country was facing in the 1970s.

In 1978, the US President signed the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act, following

which the US ceased exporting nuclear assistance to India.

Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG): It is a group of nuclear supplier countries

established in 1974 that seeks to contribute to the non-proliferation of nuclear

weapons.

o It would go on to implement agreed rules for exporting nuclear
a view to controlling the spread of nuclear weapons and whe
be admitted only by consensus.

ipment, with
memibers would

In 1998, under the leadership of Prime Minister India
conducted a series of nuclear tests in Pokhran onc

Shakti.

ajpayee,

Building and maintaining a cre

A posture of “No First U
against a nuclear attack

Nuclear retaliatory a

on Indian forces anywhere;
authorized by the civilian political

leadership through the mmand Authority.

Non-use of nucle : i on-nuclear weapon states;

However, in th tack against India, or Indian forces anywhere,
by biological or c apens, India will retain the option of retaliating with

A the international reaction was critical, but over the years
I ed itself as a “responsible” owner of these weapons, allowing
a countries and into groups like the NSG.

N : India has a “no first use” policy, meaning it pledges not to use
nuc ons first in a conflict but reserves the right to retaliate if attacked

with nuclear weapons.

Treaties Related to Nuclear Disarmament

Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT):To maintain the peace between nations,
after world war II, a treaty was signed in 1968, called the Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT).

a. Nuclear-weapon States parties are defined as those that manufactured and
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exploded a nuclear weapon or other nuclear explosive devices before January
1, 1967, effectively meaning the P-5 countries.

b. Its signatories agreed not to transfer either nuclear weapons or nuclear
weapons technology to any other state.

c. Also the non-nuclear states agreed that they would not receive, develop or
otherwise acquire nuclear weapons.

d. All of the signatories agreed to submit to the safeguards against proliferation
established by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

e. India objected to NPT on the grounds that it was discriminat
except the P-5.
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW): Adop

countries

development, testing, production, stockpiling, stationing,
of use of nuclear weapons.
a. It represents a significant step towards nuclear gh it has

not been signed by nuclear-armed states.
Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT): Ope ignature in 1996,
the CTBT aims to ban all nuclear explosiems for bothWeivilian and military
purposes.
a. While the treaty has been signed by tries and ratified by 170, it has

not entered into force as nucl

operational.
Outer Space Treaty: This mul ntered into force in 1967 and
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The gulf is named after “Aden,” a port city on Yemen’s coast.

It is approximately 900 km long and 500 km wide and covers roughly 410,000
square kilometers.

It is bounded to the south by Somalia and the Socotra Islands (part of Yemen),
north by Yemen, east by the Arabian Sea, and west by Djibouti.

The gulf is connected to the Somali Sea to the south by the Guardafui Channel,
and to the Red Sea on the west by the Strait of Bab el Mandeb.

In the west, it narrows into the Gulf of Tadjoura, near Djibouti.

It is demarcated from the Arabian Sea by the Horn of Africa
Islands.

The dominant relief feature of the gulf’s terrain is the Sheba Ri

the Socotra

Some of the major cities near the gulf include A
Balhaf, Berbera, Bosaso, and Djibouti City.

Major Ports: Aden in Yemen, and Berbera and Bo

It is also a critical part of the Suez Canal shipping ro connects the Red
Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.

Recently, it has been noticed thg

Political Parties (RUPP) are cont

8|Page



CAREER IAS

These are the parties which are either newly registered parties or those which
have not secured enough percentage of votes in the assembly or general
elections to become a state party, or those which have never contested elections
since being registered.

Allocation of symbols to RUPP: Common symbols are provided to RUPPs based
upon an undertaking that they would put up “at least 5% of total candidates with
regard to said Legislative Assembly election of a State”.

o Election Commission of India made it mandatory for RUPPs to furnish audited

accounts of last three financial years, expenditure stateme of last two
elections.

o The EC receives the applications from RUPPs in prescribed a for
allotment of symbol under Provisions of Para 10B of the bols

(Reservation & Allotment) Order, 1968.

The Section 29A of the Representation of the
down the requirements for registration of a political part
Any political party that seeks registrati
its memorandum/constitution.
o Such document should declare th€ arty shall bear true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution of/India® Iso bear allegiance to the
principles of socialism, sec democracy, and uphold the
sovereignty, unity and integri

P Act) lays

mit a copy of

o Tax exemption for do er Section 13A of the Income Tax
Act, 1961.
o Common symbol i eral elections to the Lok Sabha/State

Assemblies, and

o Twenty ‘star, @ p
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